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BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

June 9 Job 29-31  June 13 Job 40-42 

June 10 Job 32-34  June 14 Psalms 1-8 

June 11 Job 35-37  June 15 Psalms 9-16 

June 12 Job 38-39  June 16 Psalms 17-20  

 

Lesson Introduction: In our passage this week, we 

continue to see Jesus questioned by the scribes of the 

day. Jesus’ dedication to and understanding of the 

Scriptures is once again on display in these verses. What 

we will learn this week is that to truly understand the 

Scriptures is to know the power of God to raise the dead, 

and to be transformed into loving vessels by the power of 

His grace and mercy.  

 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  

 

• God is not God of the dead, but the living (V. 18-27) 

 

• The Scriptures are the final arbiter on all issues  

(V. 18-27) 

 

• To love God and neighbor fully is to keep the 

commandments of God (V. 28-34) 

 

Mark 12:18-34 English Standard Version 

 

18 And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no 

resurrection. And they asked him a question, saying, 19 

“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies 

and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take 

the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20 

There were seven brothers; the first took a wife, and 

when he died left no offspring. 21 And the second took 

her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third 

likewise. 22 And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the 

woman also died. 23 In the resurrection, when they rise 

again, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as 

wife.” 

 

24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are 

wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the 

power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they 

neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 

angels in heaven. 26 And as for the dead being raised, 

have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage 

about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the 

God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob’? 27 He is not God of the dead, but of the living. 

You are quite wrong.” 

 

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them 

disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered 

them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 

important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most 

important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 

is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 

and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 

commandment greater than these.” 32 And the scribe 

said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said 

that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 And 

to love him with all the heart and with all the 

understanding and with all the strength, and to love 

one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole 

burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw 

that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far 

from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared 

to ask him any more questions. 

 

Discussion Section 1: The Scriptures and the Power of 

God (V. 18-27) 

 

-How did the Sadducees attempt to discredit Jesus? 

 

-How did Jesus point out their ignorance? 

 

-What does it look like practically to know the Scriptures 

and the power of God? 

 

Note from John MacArthur’s Commentary on the 

Gospel of Mark:  

 

The Sadducees were the most wealthy, influential, and 

aristocratic of all the Jewish sects. All the high priests, 

chief priests, and the majority of the Sanhedrin were 

Sadducees. They ignored the oral law, traditions, and 

scribal laws of the Pharisees, viewing only the 

Pentateuch as authoritative. Saying there is no 

resurrection was the most distinctive aspect of the 

Sadducees’ theology, which they adopted because of 

their allegiance to the Pentateuch and their belief that 

Moses did not teach a literal resurrection form the dead. 

With such disregard for the future, the Sadducees lived 

for the moment and whatever profit they could make. 

Since they controlled the temple businesses, they were 

extremely upset when Jesus cleansed the temple of the 
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money-changers because He cut into their profits (Mark 

11:15-18) - the reason they also wanted to discredit Jesus 

in front of the people.  

 

The Sadducees were summarizing Deut. 25:5-6, which 

refers to the custom of the levirate marriage (marriage 

to a dead husband’s brother). God placed it in the law of 

Moses to preserve tribal names, families, and 

inheritances. The Sadducees appealed to Moses because 

they were fully aware of Jesus’ high regard for Scripture, 

and therefore believed He would not contest the validity 

of the levirate marriage. Their ignorance of the Scriptures 

extended to their lack of understanding regarding the 

miracles God performed throughout the OT. Such 

knowledge would have enabled them to believe in God’s 

power to raise the dead.  

 

Jesus appealed to the only Scriptures the Sadducees held 

as completely authoritative (The book of Moses/ The 

Pentateuch), with a reference to the “passage about the 

bush” (Exodus 3:1-4:17), where God first appeared to 

Moses at the bush. By keying on the emphatic present 

tense of Exodus 3:6, “I am… the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” Jesus was 

underscoring the personal and perpetual covenantal 

relationship God established with the three patriarchs. 

Even though all three were dead when God spoke to 

Moses, God was still their God just as much as when they 

were alive on earth – and more so in that they were 

experiencing eternal fellowship with Him in Heaven.  

  

Discussion Section 2: The Law and Love (V. 28-34) 

 

-How does Jesus’ interaction with the scribe in this 

passage compare and contrast to His interaction with 

the Rich Young Ruler in 10:17-22? 

 

-What is the one principle Jesus chooses to point to in 

order to boil down all the teaching of the Law? 

 

-How does recognizing that fulfilling the law is based on 

our love for God and others drive us further into the 

grace and mercy of God? 

 

Note from Timothy Keller’s book, Jesus The King: 

 

This inquiry is designed to trip Jesus up, but it seems also 

to be sincere—he really does want to know the answer. 

The teachers of the law were professional scribes and 

scholars of the law. They spent their lives studying, 

classifying, and categorizing it. Some had discerned as 

many as 613 rules in the Old Testament law. And they 

were always trying to distinguish the lighter ones from 

the heavier ones. The fundamental question was: “Of all 

the hundreds of rules and commands, which one is the 

most important?” 

 

Jesus answers with two commands from the Hebrew 

Scriptures. The first is from Deuteronomy 6:4–5. This 

passage includes the shema, which pious Jews recited 

morning and evening, as well as the command to love 

God with all our being. The second he takes from 

Leviticus 19:18, to love our neighbor as much as we love 

ourselves. Thus Jesus boils down all of the law of God 

into one principle—love, directed to God and to others. 

Here Jesus is going to the very heart of the core dilemma 

of ethics. Human thinkers have for centuries felt there 

was a tension between “Law” and “Love.” Do I do the 

legal thing, or the loving thing? Jesus is not so much 

picking one or two rules over the others, nor is he 

choosing love over law, but rather he is showing that 

love is what fulfills the law. The law is not being fulfilled 

unless it is obeyed as a way of giving and showing love to 

God or others. 

 

When he hears Jesus’s reply, does this man walk away 

sad like the rich young ruler?... The teacher admits that 

these two commands are the most important. His 

reference to the burnt offerings and sacrifices shows that 

he realizes that these cannot make up for sins. Here we 

see him coming to recognize what an impossible 

standard the law gives us—that it is easier for a camel to 

go through the eye of a needle than for a good man to 

satisfy the law. The closer he gets to seeing this, the 

closer he is to figuring out the gospel. If we concentrate 

on rules and regulations exclusively, we can begin to feel 

pretty righteous, but when we look at the heart attitude 

that the law really is requiring and getting at, we begin 

to realize how much we need grace and mercy.  


